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1
INDUCTIVE-CAPACITIVE (LC) VOLTAGE
CONTROLLED OSCILLATOR (VCO) HAVING
TUNING RANGE CONTROLLED BY A
DIGITAL-TO-ANALOG CONVERTER (DAC)
WITH PROGRAMMABLE TAIL CURRENT

BACKGROUND

As communication technology becomes increasingly
advanced, transceiver and receiver system blocks are becom-
ing more and more complicated to design for system-on-chip
(SOC) applications. Most of the high speed receivers and
transceivers used in such SOC communication systems uti-
lize an inductive-capacitive (LC) voltage controlled oscillator
(VCO) (LC-VCO) for clock signal generation. As clock fre-
quency rates continue to increase, the tuning frequency range
of the LC-VCO has become one of the most challenging
issues for designing receivers and transceivers. Therefore, it
would be desirable to increase the tuning range of the L.C-
VCO.

SUMMARY

Inanembodiment, a device comprises an inductive-capaci-
tive voltage controlled oscillator (LC-VCO) having a tank
circuit and programmable tail current, and a control circuit
configured to adjust the tail current based on an amount of
capacitance provided to the tank circuit.

Other embodiments are also provided. Other systems,
methods, features, and advantages of the invention will be or
will become apparent to one with skill in the art upon exami-
nation of the following figures and detailed description. It is
intended that all such additional systems, methods, features,
and advantages be included within this description, be within
the scope of the invention, and be protected by the accompa-
nying claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention can be better understood with reference to
the following drawings. The components in the drawings are
not necessarily to scale, emphasis instead being placed upon
clearly illustrating the principles of the present invention.
Moreover, in the drawings, like reference numerals designate
corresponding parts throughout the several views.

FIG. 1 is a schematic view illustrating an example of an
LC-VCO circuit.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example of a
programmable DAC of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3A is a graphical illustration showing the circuit with-
out the adjustable DAC tail current.

FIG. 3B is a graphical illustration showing the circuit with
the adjustable DAC tail current.

FIG. 41is a flow chart describing an exemplary embodiment
of'a method for operating an L.C-VCO circuit.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In an exemplary embodiment, the LC-VCO having a tun-
ing range controlled by a digital-to-analog converter (DAC)
with programmable tail current can be implemented using
any L.C oscillator configured to generate a differential signal
output.

As used herein, the term “differential signal” refers to
signals that are represented by two complementary signals on
different conductors, with the term “differential” represent-
ing the difference between the two complementary signals.
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2

The two complementary signals can be referred to as the
“true” or “t” signal and the “complement” or “c” signal.

FIG. 1 is a schematic view illustrating an example of an
LC-VCO circuit 100. The circuit 100 is an example of one
possible implementation of an LC-VCO employing exem-
plary embodiments of the LC-VCO having a tuning range
controlled by a digital-to-analog converter (DAC) with pro-
grammable tail current. The circuit 100 comprises a program-
mable digital-to-analog converter (DAC) 110 coupled to a
tank circuit 120. In an exemplary embodiment, the tank cir-
cuit 120 is an inductive-capacitive (LC) circuit, and com-
prises an inductance 122, and adjustable voltage controlled
capacitances 124 and 126. The inductance 122 is configured
as a center tapped inductor and receives atail current, referred
to as [tank, from the programmable DAC 110 over connection
112.

The adjustable voltage controlled capacitances 124 and
126 receive a control voltage, VCTRL, over connection 106.
The control voltage, VCTRL, provides a fine tuning function
for the tank circuit 120 and is applied to a node 128 between
the capacitances 124 and 126. The adjustable voltage con-
trolled capacitances 124 and 126 are also referred to as var-
actors.

The circuit 100 also comprises a transconductance (gm)
amplifier stage 130. The gm stage 130 comprises a transistor
131 and a transistor 136. In an exemplary embodiment, the
transistors 131 and 136 can be implemented using n-type
metal oxide semiconductor (NMOS) technology. In an exem-
plary embodiment in which a differential output is provided
from the circuit 100, the transistor 131 can provide the “true”
or “t” output from its drain 134 and the transistor 136 can
provide the “complement” or “c” output from its drain 139.
The transistors 131 and 136 are also referred to as being
“cross-coupled” because the output of the transistor 131 on
the drain 134 is also provided as an input to the gate 138 of the
transistor 136. Similarly, the output of the transistor 136 on
the drain 139 is also provided as an input to the gate 133 of the
transistor 131. The source 132 of the transistor 131 is con-
nected to the source 137 of the transistor 137 at a system
voltage VSS.

The circuit 100 also comprises a coarse tune circuit 140
coupled to the “t” output, OUT_t, of the transistor 131; and a
coarse tune circuit 150 coupled to the “c” output, OUT _c, of
the transistor 136. The coarse tune circuit 140 comprises a
transistor 141 and a capacitive network 146. The source 143
of the transistor 141 is coupled to the system voltage VSS.
The gate 142 of the transistor 141 is configured to receive a
coarse tune control signal, CN, and the drain 144 of the
transistor 141 is coupled to the capacitive network 146.

The coarse tune circuit 150 comprises a transistor 151 and
a capacitive network 156. The source 153 of the transistor 151
is coupled to the system voltage VSS. The gate 152 of the
transistor 151 is configured to receive a coarse tune control
signal, CN, and the drain 154 of the transistor 151 is coupled
to the capacitive network 156. The capacitive network 146
and the capacitive network 156 may each comprise a bank of
switchable metal-insulator-metal (MIM) capacitances, and in
an exemplary embodiment, the capacitive network 146 and
the capacitive network 156 may each comprise a bank of 16
switchable MIM capacitances.

The control voltage, VCTRL, provided over connection
106 can originate from a charge pump (not shown) and can be
used as a “fine tune” adjustment to vary the value of the
voltage controlled capacitances 124 and 126 so that the circuit
100 can reach its desired oscillation frequency with the true
output, OUT_t, provided over connection 102 and the
complement output “OUT_c, provided over connection 104.
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The coarse tuning circuits 140 and 150 can be controlled by
the signal “CN” to add additional capacitance to the circuit
100, thereby adding additional frequency range tuning. In
general, the capacitive network 146 and the capacitive net-
work 156 comprise switchable capacitances that allow a
range of additional capacitance to be applied to the output of
the tank circuit 120 on connections 102 and 104, respectively.

In an exemplary embodiment, the range of capacitance
provided by the capacitive network 146 and the capacitive
network 156 can range between zero and some finite addi-
tional capacitance. However, any capacitance added by the
capacitive network 146 and the capacitive network 156 will
cause the oscillation frequency of the tank circuit 120 to drop.
The term “gear” refers to the additional capacitance added by
the coarse tuning circuits 140 and 150, with the term “low
gear” referring to a low operating frequency and a maximum
additional capacitance provided by the capacitive network
146 and the capacitive network 156 and the term “high gear”
referring to a high operating frequency and a minimum (or
zero) additional capacitance provided by the capacitive net-
work 146 and the capacitive network 156. The terms “low”
and “high” when referring to operating frequency are relative,
and may include different ranges between a low operating
frequency and a high operating frequency, depending on
application and circuit design. In an exemplary embodiment,
the tail current, Itank, provided by the programmable DAC
110 is varied and controlled depending on the amount of
additional capacitance provided by the coarse tuning circuits
140 and 150.

The circuit 100 also comprises a signal detect feedback
circuit 160 that monitors the output of the circuit 100 on
connections 102 and 104, and which provides a feedback
signal to a digital control circuit 165 over connection 161. The
digital control circuit 165 processes the feedback provided by
the signal detect feedback circuit 160 and provides a digital
control signal to the programmable DAC 110 over connection
162. The signal detect feedback circuit 160 monitors the
oscillation amplitude of the circuit 100 and generates a feed-
back signal responsive to the oscillation amplitude, which is
digitally processed by the digital control circuit 165 to gen-
erate the control signal on connection 162. The control signal
on connection 162 is responsive to the oscillation amplitude
on connections 102 and 104, and used to increase or decrease
the tail current, Itank, provided by the programmable DAC
110.

As a general example, a relatively low tail current is pro-
vided in what is referred to as “high gear”” when no additional
capacitance is provided by the capacitive network 146 and the
capacitive network 156. Conversely, a relatively high tail
current is provided in what is referred to as “low gear” when
most or all of the additional capacitance is provided by the
capacitive network 146 and the capacitive network 156.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram illustrating an example of a
programmable DAC of FIG. 1. The programmable DAC 200
comprises a proportional to absolute temperature (PTAT)
constant gain transconductance (gm) amplifier 202 coupled
to transistors 204 and 206. The transistors 204 and 206 can be
p-type field effect transistor (PFET) devices in which the
transistor 204 processes the “true” differential signal voltage,
V_t, at node 208, and the transistor 206 processes the
“complement” differential signal voltage, V_c, atnode 209. A
“power down” signal, PD, is provided to the gate of each
transistor 204 and 206. The PD signal originates in the digital
control circuit 165 (FIG. 1), and is used to adjust the tail
current, Itank, provided to the L.C tank 120 on connection
112.
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The programmable DAC 200 also comprises transistors
210-1 through 210-#, and transistors 220-1 through 220-7.
TheV_tsignal is provided to the gate of each of the transistors
210-1 through 210-7, and the V_c signal is provided to the
gate of each of the transistors 220-1 through 220-n. The
number, n, of transistors 210 and 220 is determined by the
desired DAC resolution. For example, each transistor 210 and
220 may provide approximately 100 microamps (1LA) of cur-
rent, which currents are summed to generate the tail current,
Itank, on connection 112.

The DAC 200 also comprises transistors 232-1 through
232-n. A DAC calibration signal, CD, is provided to the gate
of each transistor 232. The transistors 210-1, 220-1 and 232-1
form a first current branch 215-1 and the transistors 210-7,
220-r and 232-» form an nth current branch 215-». The signal
CD is used to turn on and off the transistors 232, thereby
controlling the current through the current branches 215-1
through 215-», thereby controlling the amount of tail current,
Itank, on connection 112.

The source terminals for the transistors 204, 206, and
210-1 through 210-7 are connected together. The drain ter-
minals of the transistors 210-1 through 210-7 are connected
to the source terminals of the transistors 220-1 through 220-7.
The drain terminals of the transistors 232 are coupled
together and comprise the tail current, Itank.

Below are two examples of the performance of the circuit
100 as it relates to the programmable DAC tail current assum-
ing a fine tuning voltage sweep 0f 0.5V to 2.0V for the control
signals, VCTRL.

Example 1

Table 1 illustrates an example using low tail current, Table
2 illustrates the frequency tuning range of the circuit 100
obtained by changing the programmable DAC tail current
while sweeping the control signal, VCTRL, from 0.5V to
2.0V, and Table 3 illustrates the phase noise performance of
the circuit 100 at the minimum and maximum points of the
frequency tuning range obtained by changing the program-
mable DAC tail current.

TABLE 1

Programmable DAC Low Tail Current Setup

LC-VCO DAC
Tail Current DAC Low Output Current
DAC setup count (mA)
000000 0 1.20
000001 1 1.22
010000 16 1.82
100000 32 3.65
110000 48 5.48
111111 63 7.20

At the lowest frequency setup the LC tank 120 is loaded
with the highest amount of capacitance available in the
capacitive network 146 and the capacitive network 156.
Therefore, the tail current provided by the programmable
DAC 110 is increased to sustain the desired oscillation ampli-
tude. The circuit 100 LC-VCO should be able to pass all the
process corners for the entire Tuning Range frequencies as
shown in Table 2.
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TABLE 2

Programmable/Low Tail Current vs. LC-VCO Tuning Frequency

LC-VCO
Charge  Osc Freq. LC-VvCO LC-VvCO LC-VCO
Pump (GHz) @ Low Tail Low Tail LC-VCO  Tuning
Ventl Prog/Low Current Current Osc Amp. Range
V) Tail Current (mA) DAC setup V) (%)
2.0 8.30 5.48 48 1.3 24
0.5 6.52 7.2 63 1.0

The phase noise (PN) is measured at 1 MHz offset fre-
quency as shown in Table 3.

TABLE 3

Programmable DAC Low Tail Current vs. LC-VCO Phase Noise

Charge LC-VCO LC-VvCO LC-VCO
Pump Osc Freq. (GHz) Low Tail Phase Noise
Ventl @ Prog/Low Current @ 1 MHz offset
V) Tail Current DAC setup (dBc/Hz)
2.0 8.30 48 -104.1
0.5 6.52 63 -127.6
Example 2

Table 4 illustrates an example using high tail current, Table
5 illustrates the frequency tuning range of the circuit 100
obtained by changing the programmable DAC tail current
while sweeping the control signal, VCTRL, from 0.5V to
2.0V, and Table 6 illustrates the phase noise performance of
the circuit 100 at the minimum and maximum points of the
frequency tuning range obtained by changing the program-
mable DAC tail current.

In an exemplary embodiment, about 30% additional
capacitance from the capacitive network 146 and the capaci-
tive network 156 is added into the LC tank circuit 120 to lower
the lowest frequency. The coarse tune capacitance is added
through the NMOS switches 141 and 152 when operating at
low frequencies to add the additional capacitance via the
capacitive network 146 and the a capacitive network 156.
Adding MIM capacitance via the capacitive network 146 and
the capacitive network 156 does not alter the high freq point
when COARSE Tune=15 is selected. COARSE Tune=15
refers to a highest gear (high oscillation frequency) selection.
Adding MIM capacitance via the capacitive network 146 and
the capacitive network 156 increases the tuning range by
lowering lower the low point of the oscillation frequency at
COARSE Tune=0. COARSE Tune=0 refers to a lowest gear
(low oscillation frequency) selection. The circuit 100 should
be able to pass all the process corners for the entire tuning
range frequencies as shown in Table 4.

TABLE 4

Programmable DAC High Tail Current Setup

LC-VCO DAC
Tail Current DAC High Output Current
DAC setup count (mA)
000000 0 1.87
000001 1 1.90
010000 16 2.83
100000 32 5.69
110000 48 8.54
111111 63 11.23
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6

At the lowest frequency setup the LC tank 120 is loaded
with the highest amount of capacitance available in the
capacitive network 146 and the capacitive network 156.
Therefore, the tail current provided by the programmable
DAC 110 is increased to sustain the desired oscillation ampli-
tude. The circuit 100 LC-VCO should be able to pass all the
process corners for the entire Tuning Range frequencies as
shown in Table 5.

TABLE 5

Programmable/High Tail Current vs. LC-VCO Tuning Frequency

LC-VCO
Charge  Osc Freq. LC-VCO LC-vCO LC-VCO
Pump (GHz) @ High Tail High Tail LC-VCO  Tuning
Ventl Prog/Low Current Current Osc Amp. Range
V) Tail Current (mA) DAC setup V) (%)
2.0 8.21 5.69 32 1.3 33
0.5 5.87 11.2 63 1.0

The phase noise (PN) is measured at 1 MHz offset fre-
quency as shown in Table 6.

TABLE 6

Programmable DAC High Tail Current vs. LC-VCO Phase Noise

Charge LC-VCO LC-VCO LC-VCO
Pump Osc Freq. (GHz) High Tail Phase Noise
Ventl @ Prog/Low Current @ 1 MHz offset
V) Tail Current DAC setup (dBc/Hz)
2.0 8.21 32 -104.6
0.5 5.87 63 -130.7

FIG. 3A is a graphical illustration 300 showing the circuit
100 without the adjustable DAC tail current. The horizontal
axis 302 refers to the control voltage, VCTRL, and the verti-
cal axis 304 refers to the oscillation frequency of the circuit
100 in gigahertz (GHz). The trace 315-1 refers to the operat-
ing parameter of the circuit 100 in the lowest possible gear
(with all capacitors in the capacitive network 146 and the
capacitive network 156 selected, which is 16 in this exem-
plary embodiment) and shows a 1V amplitude at —-127 dBc/
Hz with a tail current of 7.2 milliamperes (mA). The trace
315-16 refers to the operating parameter of the circuit 100 in
the highest possible gear (with none of the capacitors in the
capacitive network 146 and the capacitive network 156
selected), and shows a 1.3V amplitude at -104 dBc/Hz with a
tail current of 5.48 mA. The fourteen other available curves
are not shown for simplicity of illustration. As shown in FIG.
3 A, the curve 315-1 shows that the lowest possible frequency
of'operation occurs at a control voltage, VCTRL, of 0.5V and
corresponds to an oscillation frequency of approximately
6.52 GHz. The curve 315-16 shows that the highest possible
frequency of operation occurs at a control voltage, VCTRL,
of 2.0V and corresponds to an oscillation frequency of
approximately 8.3 GHz, resulting in a tuning range of
approximately 24%.

FIG. 3B is a graphical illustration 350 showing the circuit
100 with the adjustable DAC tail current. The horizontal axis
352 refers to the control voltage, VCTRL, and the vertical
axis 354 refers to the oscillation frequency of the circuit 100
in gigahertz (GHz). The trace 355-1 refers to the operating
parameter of the circuit 100 in the lowest possible gear (with
all capacitors in the capacitive network 146 and the capacitive
network 156 selected) and shows a 1V amplitude at —130
dBc/Hz with a tail current of 11.2 milliamperes (mA). The
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trace 355-16 refers to the operating parameter of the circuit
100 in the highest possible gear (with none of the capacitors
in the capacitive network 146 and the capacitive network 156
selected), and shows a 1.3V amplitude at -104 dBc/Hz with a
tail current of 5.69 mA. The fourteen other available curves
are not shown for simplicity of illustration. As shown in FIG.
3B, the curve 355-1 shows that the lowest possible frequency
of'operation occurs at a control voltage, VCTRL, of 0.5V and
corresponds to an oscillation frequency of approximately
5.87 GHz. The curve 355-16 shows that the highest possible
frequency of operation occurs at a control voltage, VCTRL,
of 2.0V and corresponds to an oscillation frequency of
approximately 8.21 GHz, resulting in a tuning range of
approximately 33%. The increase in tuning range from 24%
shown in FIG. 3A to the 33% shown in FIG. 3B is a result of
the programmable DAC tail current being able to be adjusted
based on the performance of the circuit 100. In this example,
the lower end of the tuning range has been extended from
approximately 6.52 GHz shown in FIG. 3A to approximately
5.87 GHz shown in FIG. 3B.

FIG. 41is a flow chart describing an exemplary embodiment
of'a method for operating an LC-VCO circuit. In block 402,
oscillation in the circuit 100 is initiated by applying a control
voltage, VCTRL, to the adjustable voltage controlled capaci-
tances 124 and 126.

In block 404, the performance of the LC-VCO circuit 100
is monitored by the signal detect feedback circuit 160.

In block 406, it is determined whether coarse tuning is
desired. If coarse tuning is not desired, then in block 414, the
LC-VCO circuit 100 continues to oscillate at the frequency
established by the control voltage, VCTRL.

If coarse tuning is desired, then, in block 408, the transis-
tors 141 and 151 are made conductive and the capacitive
networks 146 and 156 are switched into the circuit to generate
the appropriate gear and related oscillation frequency. The
LC-VCO gear is determined by a clock data recovery (CDR)
lock data rate. As known to those having ordinary skill in the
art, to generate a CDR lock rate, a receiver generates a clock
signal from an approximate frequency reference, and then
phase-aligns the clock signal to the transitions in the data
stream with a clock and data recovery (CDR) circuit (not
shown). The clock frequency generated by the CDR has the
same frequency as the maximum incoming data stream. The
CDR clock is then phase-aligned with the data signal by a
CDR control loop. The output of a CDR circuit includes the
data steam along with the CDR clock signal, phase-aligned
and frequency matched. For example, ifthe data rate comes to
the CDR circuit at 28 Gbps then the LC-VCO should lock on
14 GHz.

In block 409, the fine tune voltage, VCTRL, is swept to
lock the CDR data rate to the target frequency.

In block 410, it is determined whether additional tail cur-
rentis desired. For example, the signal detect feedback circuit
160 measures the output clock signal amplitude of LC-VCO
on connections 102 and 104 (FIG. 1). The expected minimum
clock amplitude is defined as a reference voltage and then the
signal detect feedback circuit 160 continuously checks the
clock amplitude then compares and then provides high/low
feedback to the digital control circuit 165. The digital control
circuit 165 sends the change automatically to the program-
mable DAC 110 to change tail current, for example, by adding
or deleting, a current leg 210, 220, 232 (FIG. 2).

Ifitis determined in block 410 that additional tail current is
desired, then, in block 412, the programmable DAC 110 is
controlled to provide the additional tail current and the pro-
cess ends.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

8

If, in block 410 it is determined that additional tail current
is not desired, then the process moves to block 414, where the
LC-VCO circuit 100 continues to oscillate at the frequency
established by the control voltage, VCTRL, and the process
ends.

This disclosure describes the invention in detail using illus-
trative embodiments. However, it is to be understood that the
invention defined by the appended claims is not limited to the
precise embodiments described.

What is claimed is:

1. A device, comprising:

a programmable digital-to-analog converter configured to

generate a tail current;

an inductive-capacitive voltage controlled oscillator (L.C-

VCO) having a tank circuit, the tank circuit comprising:

a center-tapped inductor configured to receive the tail
current from the programmable digital-to-analog
converter; and

a pair of voltage-controlled capacitors coupled in paral-
lel with the center-tapped inductor, the pair of volt-
age-controlled capacitors having a control voltage
coupled into a node between the pair of voltage-con-
trolled capacitors for fine tuning the tank circuit; and

a control circuit configured to provide to the programmable

digital-to-analog converter a digital control signal for
adjusting the tail current, wherein the digital control
signal is based on an output of the LC-VCO.

2. The device of claim 1, further comprising:

a switchable capacitive network coupled to an output of the

tank circuit.

3. The device of claim 2, wherein the switchable capacitive
network is used to coarse-tune the oscillation frequency of the
tank circuit.

4. The device of claim 2, wherein the switchable capacitive
network is used to increase a tuning range of the LC-VCO by
lowering a low frequency operating point of the LC-VCO.

5. The device of claim 4, wherein the switchable capacitive
network does not alter a high frequency operating point of the
LC-VCO when increasing the tuning range of the LC-VCO.

6. The device of claim 5, wherein the switchable capacitive
network comprises switchable metal-insulator-metal (MIM)
capacitors.

7. A method, comprising:

using a programmable digital-to-analog converter to gen-

erate a tail current;

generating an oscillation frequency in an inductive-capaci-

tive voltage controlled oscillator (LC-VCO) by provid-
ing the tail current to a center-tapped inductor of a tank
circuit;

fine tuning the tank circuit by varying a control voltage that

is provided at a node between a pair of voltage-con-
trolled capacitors connected in parallel with the center-
tapped inductor; and

adjusting the tail current based on an amount of capaci-

tance that is coupled to an output of the LC-VCO.

8. The method of claim 7, further comprising increasing the
tail current as the amount of capacitance coupled to the output
of the LC-VCO is increased.

9. The method of claim 7, further comprising using a swit-
chable capacitive network to alter the amount of capacitance
that is coupled to the output of the LC-VCO.

10. The method of claim 9, further comprising:

using the switchable capacitive network to increase a tun-

ing range of the LC-VCO by lowering a low frequency
operating point of the LC-VCO.
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11. The method of claim 10, wherein the switchable
capacitive network does not alter a high frequency operating
point of the LC-VCO when increasing the tuning range of the
LC-VCO.

12. The method of claim 11, further comprising imple-
menting the switchable capacitive network using switchable
metal-insulator-metal (MIM) capacitors.

13. A device, comprising:

an inductive-capacitive voltage controlled oscillator (LC-

VCO) having a tank circuit, the tank circuit comprising:

a center-tapped inductor that is provided a tail current;
and

a pair of voltage-controlled capacitors coupled in paral-
lel with the center-tapped inductor, the pair of volt-
age-controlled capacitors having a control voltage
coupled into a node between the pair of voltage-con-
trolled capacitors for fine tuning the tank circuit;

aswitchable capacitive network coupled to an output of the

tank circuit for coarse tuning the tank circuit; and

a programmable digital-to-analog converter configured to

generate the tail current in accordance with the coarse
tuning of the tank circuit.
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14. The device of claim 13, wherein the tail current is
increased as an amount of capacitance provided by the swit-
chable capacitive network to the tank circuit is increased.

15. The device of claim 14, wherein increasing the tail
current increases a tuning range of the LC-VCO by lowering
a low frequency operating point of the LC-VCO without
altering a high frequency operating point of the LC-VCO.

16. The device of claim 1, wherein the tail current is pro-
vided to the center-tapped inductor through a center tap of the
center-tapped inductor.

17. The device of claim 16, further comprising a differen-
tial amplifier that includes a first transistor cross-coupled to a
second transistor, a drain terminal of the first transistor con-
nected to a first end of the center-tapped inductor and a drain
terminal of the second transistor connected to an opposing
end of the center-tapped inductor.

18. The method of claim 7, further comprising:

coarse tuning the tank circuit by varying the amount of
capacitance that is coupled to the output of the LC-VCO.
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